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Everly in October, following surgery Corey, Anny & Everly Gaffer on May 29, 2015 

 Ronald McDonald House at Parkview 
Fall 2015 

For many years I was told pregnancy would be difficult for me.  Despite the odds, I was thrilled to find out 

that I was expecting. I began having complications early in my pregnancy and was ordered on bed rest. I 

was also horribly sick.  

At 18 weeks I started to feel better and enjoy my pregnancy, finally! I was 25 weeks along when I woke up 

with terrible pain. I fell back asleep and when I woke up again I felt a new sensation that told me 

something was terribly wrong.  

I called my doctor, and she suspected that I had a prolapsed umbilical cord. My doctor told me to go to the 

hospital immediately. As soon as I walked in a nurse took me back to labor and delivery. The next thing I 

knew there were nurses everywhere rushing in to prep me for surgery.  In the operating room I had an 

amazing team of doctors and nurses working to save my baby’s life. When I woke up, my husband was 

there and so was Everly Faith; she was just 1 pound 10 ounces, but she was alive and doing well.  

As soon as I was released from the hospital we moved in to the Ronald McDonald House. I needed to stay 

near Everly because I couldn’t drive and I was providing breast milk around the clock.  

We absolutely LOVED the Ronald McDonald House at Parkview. There was always food and almost 

anything else a family needed. If we asked for it, someone at the RMH seemed to find it! The best thing 

that the RMH provides though is just simply a BED!! After being in the hospital with our daughter all day 

it was so nice to have a bed to climb into for a couple of hours of sleep. The staff and volunteers are 

always so encouraging and positive which is a big help when you are faced with so much uncertainty. We 

began our stay at the Ronald McDonald House at Parkview on June 1
st. 

Everly was transferred to Riley 

Hospital when fluid was discovered on her brain. We ended our stay at the RMH in Indianapolis on 

August 26th, when, thankfully, we were transported closer to our home and spent the last 2 weeks of 

Everly’s hospital stay in our own house! We have a long road ahead of us as we wait and see how       

Everly grows physically and developmentally.  While Fort Wayne was our favorite, we are so grateful      

for the stays we had in both Ronald McDonald Houses. 

Some day we hope to be able to support and help the RMH to be a blessing to others in need as well! 

 

The Gaffer Family 
Finding a Home-Away-From-Home at the RMH 

 

 

 

Our Impact 

We have served 515 

families to date. 

We have provided 

families with 2,864 

nights of stay in the 

RMH.   

We have served over 

150 meals. 
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Message from the Executive Director 
2015 Board of Trustees 

Larry Rowland 
President  

Kathy Rogers 

Vice President  

Grant Daily 

Treasurer 

Sally Gutwein 
Secretary  

Patti Brahe 

Jill Brown 

Judy Dusman 

Sue Ehinger 

Rich Franco 

Mark Klinker 

Judy Littlefield 

Tracie Martin 

Jennie McGinnis 

Andrew Palmison 

Rick Reichenbach 

Dr. Melissa Rice 

Heather Schoegler 

Staff Members 

Lisa Pacula, Executive Director 

Tel 260-266-3591 

lisa.pacula@parkview.com 

 

Teresa White, Director of 
Development & Communications 

Tel 260-266-3593  

teresa.white@parkview.com  

 

Leslie Blakley, Program Manager 

Tel 260-266-3598 
leslie.blakley@parkview.com 

 

Christy Vice, Business Coordinator 

Tel 260-266-3592 

christy.vice@parkview.com 

 

 

Ronald McDonald House at 
Parkview 
11109 Parkview Plaza Drive 

Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

Tel 260-266-3590 

Fax 260-266-3599 

 

Lisa Pacula, Executive Director 

RMHC of Northeast Indiana 

Friends of the House 

The air is crisper and the leaves are coloring and                                                                         

dropping from the trees. Once again the sign that the 

holidays will soon be upon us and another year in the 

Ronald McDonald House will have passed. 

 

I was so very blessed and privileged, this past 

September, to spend a long weekend with our featured 

Rhinestone Rodeo family, Fred and Fran Hill.  Fred 

and Fran helped found the first Ronald McDonald 

House in Philadelphia in 1974 when their little girl 

Kimberly was diagnosed with leukemia.  What a 

wonderful experience to hear their life story and 

witness their great passion for Ronald McDonald 

House Charities.  From just one little girl and one 

House in 1974 we have grown to 358 Houses in over 

30 countries today.  

 

Our community continues to strongly support Ronald McDonald House families. 

Whether it’s a generous contribution to our recent expansion, attending an event, 

supporting our annual operations, or simply dropping coins in the canister at a 

McDonald’s Restaurant; you have allowed us to welcome 551 families this year at 

no cost to them.  In the words of Fran Hill, “We thank all of the people for all of 

the love.”   

 

Thirty-One is a global RMHC 
sponsor and donates, annually, 
100s of their utility bags 
featuring the charity logo for 
RMH guests. Locally, many 
Thirty-One dealers make 
regular pantry donations. 
Marissa, used her commission 
to donate Thirty-One bags filled 
with toiletries for RMH families. 

Meal providers are so appreciated in the 
Ronald McDonald House. Groups like, 
Midwest Eye Consultants, not only donate 
meals, but take the opportunity to come in 
and serve RMH families. The Midwest Eye 
“minions” went a step further and dressed up 
and brought Halloween goodies for our 
guests and patients. 

mailto:lisa.pacula@parkview.com
mailto:teresa.white@parkview.com
mailto:leslie.blakley@parkview.com
mailto:christy.vice@parkview.com
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Ronald poses  

in front of the 

new Ronald McDonald House  

sign which welcomes guests as they enter 

the hospital.  

In May, the Ronald McDonald House at Parkview became one of the 

largest in-hospital Ronald McDonald Houses in the world with the 

opening of the newly expanded 10,500 square foot, 15 guestroom House. 

“We are grateful to Parkview for the gift of space and our generous 

donors for supporting this project,” said Executive Director Lisa Pacula.  

The expansion project also allowed for the remodeling of the exterior 

hallways leading to the Ronald McDonald House. Parents, guests and 

visitors are now welcomed by a large sign marking the location of the 

RMH as well as the pictures and stories of past Ronald McDonald House 

guests.  

If you have not had the opportunity to visit the RMH we would love to 

show you around – give us a call (260-266-3590) to arrange a visit.  

Of the four, newly added guestrooms, two feature two double beds, 

which is helpful for families staying in the House with children. All 

15 guestrooms offer comfortable Tempurpedic mattresses and        

La-Z-Boy recliners.  

 “Telling a family they 

will have to wait for a 

room is so difficult; 

thanks to these four new 

guest rooms we will 

have the ability to serve 

over 100 additional 

families each year. “ 

Lisa Pacula  
Executive Director 

 

Visitors are able to learn about the RMH through the stories of past families 

that are featured in the hallway leading to the Ronald McDonald House.  
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Upcoming Events 

McDonald’s Coupon Books 
November 

Beginning November 27, you can make a $5 

donation to the Ronald McDonald House at any 

area McDonald’s restaurant and receive a book of 

McDonald’s coupons and buy one get one free 

Komets and Mad Ants tickets. The coupons are 

valued at over $60!  

Ride RMHC 
Kreager Park  

North River Road Fort Wayne 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 at 1 P.M. 

Join us for our third annual charity cycling event. 

Whether you are a serious cyclist or a family 

looking for a fun Sunday ride you will have a 

great day. Choose from a Greenway ride up to 15 

miles, or a 25, 45, or 65 mile route.  

Make a Difference: Volunteer 

Driven by compassion and dedication to our families, volunteers at the Ronald 

McDonald House are essential to our cause. Volunteers must be over 21 years of 

age. However, a compassionate heart and serving spirit are the greatest 

requirements for RMH volunteers.  

RMH volunteers complete a training program and shadow a current volunteer 

before beginning their regular shift.  

RMH volunteers provide for the daily needs of guests in the House, and there is 

something for everyone! Volunteers are the friendly faces that greet and check 

guests in and out of the House, as well as perform light housework, answer phones 

and perform basic data entry. 

Thanks to the generous service of our volunteers, the Ronald McDonald House is 

always able to offer our families the comforts of home. 

“I volunteer at the Ronald McDonald 

House with the hope that I can help our 

guests by bringing a smile or lending a 

hand. I come to volunteer at the House 

with nothing and leave full, pleased 

that perhaps I made a difference for 

someone.” 

Jackie Claussen, RMH Volunteer 

Ronald McDonald House 
volunteers serve a three 

hour shift every other 
week. Shifts available: 

Sun-Sat 9A.M–12P.M. 

Sun-Sat 12P.M.–3P.M. 

Sun-Sat 3P.M–6P.M. 

Mon–Fri 6P.M.–9P.M. 

 

Join the Ronald McDonald House volunteer team today! 

Apply online at rmhc-neindiana.org/how-to-help, or contact 

Program Manager Leslie Blakely at (260)266-3598 or 

leslie.blakely@parkview.com. 

Mark Your Calendar 
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Rhinestone Rodeo  
A Great Night for a Great Cause 

Thanks to our Rhinestone Rodeo 

Sponsors 

McDonald’s Fort Wayne Area Operators 

Parkview Health 

Shambaugh and Son 

Sodexo Healthcare 

Wealth Advisors Group 

Physician’s Health Plan 

Weigand Construction 

Three Rivers FCU 

PPG Cardiology 

Steel Dynamics, Inc. 

MedPro Group 

Dr. Timothy & Sally Grissom 

Rick & Rhonda Reichenbach 

 

What a night for the 6
th

 annual Rhinestone Rodeo! 

Guests gathered at a new location, the Parkview 

Mirro Center for Research and Innovation, and 

were treated to a gorgeous venue. Sodexo once 

again delighted our guests with an amazing menu; 

most popular was the guacamole and salsa bar and 

the carved beef tenderloin – delicious!   

Rodeo guests showed amazing support for our 

families by raising $50,000 during our live Fund a 

Family program during the evening. In all, the 

Rhinestone Rodeo raised over $137,000 for Ronald 

McDonald House families! 

The rest of the evening was spent listening, dancing 

and singing along with the Hubie Ashcraft Band 

who performed for their 6
th

 straight year. The 

evening wasn’t complete without a stop by the 

campfire room for a s’more or candy apple.  

 We hope you can join us next year. Mark your 

calendar for Friday, September 9, 2016. 

Members of the 2016 Rhinestone Rodeo Committee 

Hubie and Travis of the Hubie Ashcraft Band doing what they do best. 
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Donor List The following donors made an operational gift to the Ronald McDonald House between January 1, 2015 and October 19, 

2015.  If you would like to make a donation, please call 260-266-3593, or visit www.RMHC-NEIndiana.org. 

$10,001 and up 
McDonald's Northern Indiana 

Operators 

Parkview Health 

 
$2,001-$5,000 
Dr. Timothy & Sally Grissom 

David & Sandy Haist 

Mark & Shirley Kadlec 

Dr. Mark & Laura O'Shaughnessy 

Michael & Donna Packnett 

Rick & Rhonda Reichenbach 

Larry & Wendy Rowland 

Britt Sather 

Coca-Cola 

Jinnings Equipment LLC 

Medical Protective 

OmniSource  

Physicians Health Plan  

PPG - Cardiology  

Shambaugh & Son  

Steel Dynamics 

Three Rivers Federal Credit Union 

Wealth Advisors Group  

Weigand Construction 

 
$1,001 - $2,000 
Grant & Rachel Daily 

Rosemary Fox 

Scott & Julie Gabriel 

Dick & Judy Littlefield 

RD & Holly Schrader 

Dr. David & Peggy Trenkner 

Dr. Don & Amy Urban 

CDW Healthcare 

Parkview Randallia  
Tooth Acres Dentistry 

 
$501-$1,000 
Nathan & Rebecca Blume 
Dr. Paul & Doreen Conarty 
Carolyn Dodge 

Dr. Ray & Judy Dusman 

Miranda Hutson 

Michael & Paula Kefer 

Mitch & Jennie McGinnis 

Lisa Pacula 

Dr. Scott & Laura Palmer 

Charles & Tamara Pavelec 

Dr Stephen & Lara Schreck 

Dr. Scott & Abby Shie 

Bandy Carroll Hellige 

Ferguson Advertising 

GE Foundation 

Graybar Electric 

Heritage Food Service 

Hylant Group 

KB Search 

Lake City Bank 

Micropulse, Inc. 

Parkview Lagrange 

Parkview Noble Hospital 

Parkview Physicians Group  

Parkview Whitley 

PPG Urology  

Parkview Regional Medical Center 

Professional Emergency Physicians 

Rothberg Logan & Warsco 

Vintage Archonics 

 

$251-$500 
Anthony Bojinoff 

Steven & Carolyn Brody 

Jill Brown 

Dr. Peter & Lindsay Chaille 

Terrence & Kris Corbin 

Sean Dickey 

Ron Double 

Darrin & Angelia Harpenau  

Margaret Hoffman 

Tim Mungovan & Sandy Hofmann 

Drs. Jeff & Stacey Hudson 

Betty Kerns  

Michael & Mary Marks 

Mathew & Kathryn McAllister 

Ben & Stacey Miles 

Jerrilee Mosier 

Gordie & Sharon Orr 

Jeeha Park 

EJ & Patricia Poorman  

Natisha Runyan 

Daniel & Abby Starr 

Maureen Stettner 

Donald & Melissa Summers 

Adam & Jessica Swinford 

Reg & Connie Vorderman 

Marlon & Dara Wardlow 

Gerald & Kara Warrener 

Larry & Monica Weigand 

Canterbury Lower School  

FedEx Office 

Forest Park UM Church 

Fort Wayne Metals  

Ivy Tech 

JAT of Ft Wayne Inc  

Leaders Staffing, LLC 

New Car Dealers Association 

Orthopaedics NorthEast, P.C. 

Parkview Hospital Medical Staff 

St Joseph Catholic School  

St Peter Immanuel Lutheran School 

Therma Tru - VBS mini team 

Three Rivers Velo Sport 

Whitley County 

 

$51-$250 
Mark & Jennifer Adair  

Gary & Annette Adkins 

Tim & Tina Allen 

Nathan & Anna Allison 

Paquito & Anna Altaras 

Michael & Sue Altendorf 

Dale & Leann Arrowsmith 

Megan August 

Jeffrey & Kathryn Austin 

Marianne Avon 

Mark & Erin Bains 

Lisa Baker 

Steve & Jody Bartkus 

Tom & Flo Bear 

Amy Bechtold 

Dr. Tracy Bellavance 

Justin & Nicole Berger 

Nancy Berry 

Jason & Leslie Blakley 

Tom & Joann Boardman   

Kathy Boling 

Dan & Jennifer Brink 

Michael & Jennifer Brown 

Brian Brueggeman 

Gretchen & Phil Brunett 

Mike & Trisha Burgess 

James Perkins & Linda Buss  

Joyce Oberlin and Steve Buzzard  

Kenneth & Catherine Byrd 

Maria Carli 

Brad & Jennifer Chaffee 

Clauser Family 

Christian & Terri Clupper  

Jeff Coulter 

Elizabeth Criswell 

Dr. Sayler & Tammy Daugherty 

Michael & Annette Deaton 

Scott & Cheri Dellinger 

James & Marta DeSimone 

Joyce DeStefano 

Danielle Dippel 

Angela Dulcet 

Dumser Family 

R.G. and Suzanne Ebnit  

Ed & Sue Ehinger 

Shawn & Mark Ellis 

Steve & Cindy Erickson 

Stephen Fishbaugh 

Jody & Deanna Fisher 

Charles & Gina Freer 

Aaron Frutman 

Dan & Debbie Gibson 

Andy Glasper 

Robert Glass 

Chad & Jessica Glassburn 

Jeffrey Gotsch 

Steve & Jennifer Grable 

Amanda Griffith 

Dan Grotrian 

David & Sherrill Hamman 

Thomas Harris 

Michael Haynes 

Jamie Hibbard 

Sean & Leslie Hofherr 

Kathryn Hultman 

Joseph & Gina Jackson 

Joshua & Julie Johnson 

McLean & Tatjana Karr 

Todd & Teresa Kauffman 

Andy & Ginger Keever 

Kittie Keiffer 

Dr. Nik & Kristi Kiehl 

Mark & Cheryl Klinker 

David & Jean Kohli 

Craig & Renae Kollen 

Lucas & Jennifer Konger 

Barb & Steve Kramer 

Chad & Erin Lacross 

Ernest Lafontant 

Brad Laker 

Bill Lambert 

Ronald & Linda Landin 

Tim & Sara Landrum 

David & Cassie Lee 

John & Laura Lefever  

Keith & Jackie Lehman 

Kevin Leininger 

John Liming 

Mark & Teri Litwinko 

Stephen & Lynne Lugo 

Aaron & Marj Lybarger 

Kl Lyman 

Jennifer Macaleese 

Andrea Maisonneuve 

Rick & Melissa Markley 

Bryan Marr 

Kyle & Kara Martin 

Anthony Mauricio 

Larry Maxwell  

Steve McClain 

Jason & Rhonda McDaniel 

William Meyer 

David & Jodi Miller 

Kara Miller 

Sherri & John Miller 

Barbara Mills 

James & Mary Minser 

Gretchen Moon 

David Morse 

Ron & Barbara Neuenschwander  

Kyle Newcomb 

Terrence & Andrea O'Neill 

Outten Family 

Kelli Packnett 

Kristin Packnett 

Andrew & Meredith Palmison 

Jessica Pappert 

JD & Maren Parent 

Brandon Parrish 

Renee Perkins 

Charles & Barbara Pingree  

Scott & Charity Porter 

Henry Reed-Schertz 

Carol Rhudy 

Stan & Kim Risser 

Kathy Rogers 

Allen & Jane Roush 

Tom & Laura Salzer 

Beatrice Sawyer 

Timothy Saxer 

Ryan & Amy Schiltz 

Dr. Steven & Heather Schimmele 

Tommy & Heather Schoegler 

Erin Scroggins 

Ben & Jaime Shull 

Jon Siegal 

Mark & Sarah Sikorski 

Adam & Stephanny Smith 

David Smith 

Leigh & Debbie Smith 

Jason & Sarah Smothermon 

Snyder Family 

Steve & Cindi Souers 

Molly Spake 

Linda Speakman 

Jason & Jena Sprunger 

Kurt & Amanda Stark 

Dr. Susan Steffy 

Mike & Jane Sternemann 

Eleanore D. Steward  

Allison Stuckey 

James Susnik 

Kevin Teel 

David & Barbara Thomas 

Margaret Thomas 

Bill & Marilyn Townsend 

Satya Prasad Tummala 

Paul & Kelly Turner 

Toni Tyner 

Mark & Denise VanderHagen 

Dr. Cesar Vargas 

Mark & Patty Veerkamp 

Jeff & Christy Vice 

Dorothy Wallace 

Adam & Meghan Warrix 

Zachry Waterson 

Tammy Weldon 

Chad & Teresa White 

Erin Whittle 

Joseph & Nicole Wolfcale 

Nathan & Amy Woods 

Michael Yurkanin 

Michael & Rachel Zaradich 

Dennis & Carol Zech 

Richard & Cynthia Zollinger 

Paul &  Linda Wojewuczki 

Aetna Foundation  

Axelrad Family Fund  

BAE Systems  

BNI NI Inc  

Clounie Landscaping, Inc. 

Dulin, Ward & Dewald 

IN/KY Viper Owners Association 

Kappa Inc. Mu Chapter 

Lafontant Organization LLC 

Mirro Family Foundation 

Moms Club of East Fort Wayne 

Parkview Health Plan Services 

Parkview Patient Accounting 

Psi Iota XI 

Villing & Co 

Whitley County Council on Aging  

Woodburn United Methodist 

Church 

Zimmerman Metal Sales 
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The second annual Ride 
RMHC Charity Cycling event 
brought out 275 riders and                                                                                                         

raised over $34,000 for 
RMH families. 

As a Fort4Fitness Charity            
partner, our 333 member 
Run4Ronald team raised $25,000! 

Run4Ronald Sponsors 

Parkview Health 

McDonald’s Fort Wayne Area Operators 

Professional Emergency Physicians 

PPG Cardiology 

Ortho Northeast 

Heritage Parts 

Ride RMHC Sponsors 

McDonald’s Fort Wayne 

Area Operators 

Parkview Health 

Steel Dynamics, Inc. 

OmniSource 

Tooth Acres Dentistry 

CDW Healthcare 

Lake City Bank 

FedEx 

JAT of Fort Wayne 

Sweetwater Sound 

Members of the Red Shoe Crew raised money and had 
fun at their Pub Crawl. 

Ways You Can Help 

As a Fort4Fitness Charity            
partner, our 333 member    
Run4Ronald team raised $25,000! 

The second annual Ride 
RMHC Charity Cycling event 
brought out 275 riders and                                                                                                         

raised over $34,000 for         
RMH families. 

Be a “Fan” of the RMH 
Take a minute to visit our website, 

www.rmhc-neindiana.org, and link 

to our social media pages. 

Following the RMH through social 

media is a great way to learn about 

special events and House needs. 

When you share our posts you’re 

helping to make even more people 

aware of the work of the Ronald 

McDonald House at Parkview! 

Wish List Drives 
As the holiday season approaches, 

many churches and schools are 

looking for different community 

organizations to support. A wish list 

drive is a wonderful way to support 

the RMH. Our current wish list is 

on the back page of this newsletter 

and can always be found on our 

website. RMH families depend on 

the food and meals the RMH 

provides to sustain them through 

their stay.  

Contact us and we will pick up your 

collection or provide directions for 

drop off at the House. 

Meal Providers 
RMH guests need good food to 

keep up their strength and stay 

healthy. Providing a meal for RMH 

families is a great activity for your 

family, office staff or small group. 

You can prepare and serve your 

semi-homemade meal in the House 

for breakfast, lunch or dinner. 

Contact the House for details on 

food prep guidelines and to 

schedule your meal. 

http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
http://www.ridermhc.org/
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Individual boxes of cereal 

Individual bags of chips, pretzels 

and nuts 

Pop Tarts 

Cereal bars/Granola bars 

Crackers (Peanut Butter, Cheese) 

Microwavable cups of mac & 

cheese  

Single serve peanut butter 

Sweet snacks (Individual packages 

of cookies, brownies, Rice Krispie 

Treats) 

Applesauce/Fruit/Pudding Cups 

Hard candy or individually 

wrapped chocolate 

Disinfectant Wipes  

Dishwasher Soap 

Laundry Soap 

Softener Sheets or Liquid 

Travel-Size Deodorant         

(Men & Women) 

Facial Tissue 

Small Shaving Creams 

Individually wrapped 

toothbrushes 

Travel Size Toothpaste 

For infection control and the safety of our guest families, we are not able to accept 

USED or PREVIOUSLY OWNED ITEMS. This includes books, clothing, puzzles or 

stuffed animals. This policy includes stuffed animals that have not been played with 

but have been on display or on shelves in a home (example: Beanie Baby collections).  

Give a little LOVE 
The power to keep families together              

is in your hands 

When you support the Ronald McDonald House 

you are part of an amazing program that opens 

its arms to parents in need. Thanks to generous 

support from our partners, and donors like you, 

there is never a charge to families to stay in the 

Ronald McDonald House. When you support 

the Ronald McDonald House, you give a family 

comfort, convenience and most importantly, 

togetherness.  

You can Give a little LOVE to the Ronald 

McDonald house today by visiting our website, 

https://rmhc-neindiana.org/how-to-help/donate/. 

*Items in red indicate an urgent need.  


